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Remembering Dr. James Stephens 
February 9, 2021 
It is with a heavy heart that we report the passing of Associate Professor 
James Stephens, DHA, MHA. Stephens has been a faculty member in the 
department of Health Policy and Community Health in the Jiann-Ping Hsu 
College of Public Health (JPHCOPH) since 2007. Over the years, Stephens 
was a valued colleague and a good friend to many of us in the college. He 
played a significant role in the success of the many students he mentored 
as well as the overall advancement of the JPHCOPH. 
As a former hospital CEO, Stephens was best known for bringing his 
expertise of practice to the classroom thereby enriching the educational 
experience. A consummate professional, he was largely responsible for 
elevating the profile, reputation, and excellence of the MHA degree which 
quickly became one of our most popular academic programs. Consistent 
in his service at the local, state, and national level, Stephens was the 
recipient of numerous awards including the JPHCOPH Award for 
Excellence in Teaching (2011 – 2012), the JPHCOPH Public Health Student 
Association Certificate of Appreciation (2013 – 2014), the JPHCOPH Award 
of Excellence in Service (2016 – 2017), the Deen Day Smith Service to Mankind Award (2012) and the Martha 
Williams Humanitarian Award (2015). Without question, Dr. Stephens will be missed as we grieve the loss of 
one of our own. 
Dr. Stephens’ obituary has been published and can be viewed here. 
Please click here to see a photo album put together by one of our former faculty members. 
 
